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ABSTRACT 

The pet trade is defined as the buying and selling of animals as pets. Squamatas have a 

growing market in the Peninsular Malaysian pet trade. This study surveys the snakes and 

lizards available in pet and aquarium shops in Penang Island, Ipoh, Johor Bahm and 

Kuala Lumpur. Informal interviews and visual surveys was conducted. A total of 22 pet 

shops out of 88 had at least one squamata species. A total of I 07 individuals from 33 

species of snakes and 438 individuals from 24 species of lizards were recorded 

throughout the survey. Kuala Lumpur had the highest number of squamata with 323 

individuals (60.37%) and 41 species (60.29%) while Ipoh had the lowest with 31 

individuals (8.78%) and 4 species (5.88%). Kuala Lumpur also recorded the highest in 

price range. The most expensive species recorded in the pet trade was an Albino 

Reticulated Python (Python reticu/atus) with RM 23,000.00 for one individual. The most 

abundant species found for snakes was the Burmese Python (Python molurus bivittatus) 

with 34 (31.78%) individuals and for lizards was the Green Iguana (Iguana iguana) with 

347 (79.22%). Not enough coverage in PERHILITAN, CITES and IUCN is done on 

these squamata species. More effort should be done by local authorities, international 

organizations and the general public to help control and manage the pet trade and its 

effects. 
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SQUAMATA (ANIMALIA:REPTILIA) DALAM PERDAGANGAN HAIWAN 

PELIHARAAN DI SEMENANJUNG MALAYSIA. 

ABSTRAK 

Perdagangan haiwan peliharaan boleh didefinasikan sebagai jual beli haiwan untuk 

dipelihara. Kajian ini mengambil kira squamata yang terdapat di kedai haiwan dan 

akuarium di Pulau Pinang, lpoh, Johor Bahru dan Kuala Lumpur. Sejumlah 22 daripada 

88 kedai haiwan yang dilawati mempunyai spesies squamata. Terdapat 107 individu dari 

33 spesies ular dan 438 individu dari 24 spesies cicak yang dijumpai semasa kajian. 

Kuala Lumpur mempunyai bilangan squamata tertinggi dengan 323 individu (60.37%) 

dan 41 spesies (60.29%) manakala Ipoh adalah yang terendah dengan 31 individu 

(8.78%) dan 4 spesies (5.88%). Kuala Lumpur telah merakamkan julat harga tertinggi 

bagi squamata. Spesies termahal yang dijumpai adalah Ular Sawa Batik albino (Python 

reticulatus) dengan harga RM 23,000.00 seekor. Spesies ular yang paling banyak ditemui 

adalah Ular Sawa Burma (Python molurus bivittatus) dengan 34 (31.78%) individu 

manakala bagi cicak pula Iguana Hijau (Iguana iguana) paling banyak ditemui dengan 

347 individu (79.22%). PERHILITAN, CITES dan IUCN kurang memberi tumpuan dan 

tekanan kepada spesies-spesies squamata ini. Pihak kerajaan, organasasi antarabangsa 

dan juga rakyat setempat hams lebih mengambil berat dan melebihkan usaha untuk 

mengawal dan mengurus perdagangan ini. 
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