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Even though  p ro tec ted  by  leg is la t ion ,  the  sea
t u r t l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  M a l a y s i a  c o n t i n u e s  t o
d e c l i n e  a n d  s t r u g g l e  t o  s u r v i v e  a s  t h e y  f a c e
increasing explo i ta t ion and threats,  both natura l
and man-made.  A c lass ic  and t ragic  example is  the
leatherback tur t les at  Rantau Abang,  Terengganu.
From more than ten thousand leatherbacks nesting
per  year  in  the  1960s ,  and  un to ld  thousands  o f
hatchl ings born of  these nest ings,  in  recent  years
there are no record of leatherback nesting in Rantau
Abang.  Possib le caused was in  the ear ly  years only
10% of  the eggs were incubated,  which was not
enough to replenish future s tocks.  The acc identa l
catching of  leatherbacks in  f ish ing gear  was a lso
h i g h .  C o m m e r c i a l  s a l e s  o f  l e a t h e r b a c k  t u r t l e
eggs  in  Terengganu  were  on ly  banned  in  1987 ,
which was a b i t  too la te to  save the populat ion.
Cultural interest in harvesting leatherback eggs for
consumpt ion was a lso a factor  which contr ibuted
to the eventual  leatherback ext inct ion.

Other threats to sea turt les in Malaysia include by-
catch in the ever-growing trawl fisheries and long-line
f ish ing,  habi ta t  loss,  envi ronmenta l  degradat ion,
d i rect  human d is turbances and pol lu t ion.  Al though
the story has been a sad tale so far, Universiti Malaysia
Terengganu  be l ieves  tha t  the re  i s  s t i l l  hope  to
conserye the sea turtles.

ln  1993 ,  Un ive rs i t i  Ma lays ia  Terengganu  (UMT)
embarked on a miss ion to help save sea tur t les
i n  M a l a y s i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  a t  R e d a n g  l s l a n d .
The major  conservat ion pro jects  under taken by
UMT are the moni tor ing of  nest ing tur t les and the
long- term tagging of  green and hawksbi l l  tur t les
a t  Chagar  Hu tang  beach ,  Redang  l s land .  A l l  nes ts
are incubated in-s i tu ,  which means that  eggs la id
on the beach are le f t  untouched in  the i r  natura l
nests and a l lowed to hatch natura l ly .  From 1993 -

2015,  UMT protected 10,380 nests and produced
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more than 600,000 heal thy hatchl ings that  returned
back to the sea to replenish the populat ion of  sea
turt les in Redang. Besides carrying out conservation
and research on sea tur t les,  UMT is  a lso act ive ly
conduct ing educat ional  and outreach programmes
to promote public awareness of sea turt les.

C o n s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  b y  U n i v e r s i t i  M a l a y s i a
Terengganu inc lude:
1. Ensuring that every sea turt le that comes ashore

to  nes t  can  do  so  sa fe ly  and  na tu ra l l y  w i th
min imal  d is turbance to the i r  nest ing r i tua ls ,

2.  Protect ing a l l  eggs and g iv ing them the chance
to hatch,  and ensur ing that  the hatchl ings are
al lowed to crawl back to the sea natural ly,

3.  Conduct ing research to understand and learn
more about sea turt les,

4. Educating the public so they are better informed
o n  t h e  p l i g h t  a n d  r e a s o n s  w h y  w e  h a v e  t o
conserve them.

History of Sea Turtle Conservation at
Redang lsland:

1990s :  A  d ras t i c  dec l ine  o f  sea  tu r t l e  nes :  - :

Redang ls land

For centur ies,  the local  people co l lect  a l l  the : - ' -  '

eggs at  Redang ls land.  By 1990s,  a drast ic  ce:
of sea turt le nests were observed at Redanq s i-  :

1993: Sea turt le conservation was f irst ini t  a:: :  . '

Chagar  Hu tang  beach ,  Redang  l s land  by  S ! : - :
U n i v e r s i t i  M a l a y s i a  T e r e n g g a n u .  A l l  n e s : :
incubat ion have to be ourchased f rom the : : - : ;
egg col lectors at  RM120 to RM150 per  nes:
early years, the conservation program was s-cc: - ' -  l
by  Ber jaya  Redang  Resor t ,  the  Terengga^-  S ' , ' -
Government, UDA holdings and a few other age- .  .
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1994:  Sea tu r t le  conse^ .  a :  :  -  : . ,  - '

F isher ies ,  Terengganu a :  
' . ' a . .  

S  ̂ - :

b e a c h ,  R e d a n g  l s l a n c

1996:  In t roduc t ion  o f  'Kem S i  Penyu '  by  UMT,  a
s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y
schoo l  s tudents  o f  Redang ls land to  inc rease the i r
awareness  on  sav ing  sea tu r t les .  Th is  p rogram was
supported by Ber jaya Redang Resort  (1996 -  2010)
and Laguna Redang ls land Resor t  (2010 -2014) .

1998: Introduction of the SEATRU Volunteer Program
t o  a s s i s t  a n d  f u n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a t
C h a g a r  H u t a n g ,  R e d a n g  l s l a n d .

2OO'l: The sea turtle conservation program at Chagar
Hutang,  Redang ls land was recogn ised by  the  Un i ted
Nat ions  Env i ronment  Programme (UNEP)  where  the
founders were awarded the Global  500 Rol l  of  Honour.

2005:  The th ree  major  nes t ing  beaches in  Redang
l s l a n d  ( C h a g a r  H u t a n g ,  M a k  S i m p a n  a n d  M a k  K e p i t )
were gazette as Turt le Sanctuar ies by the Terengganu
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  g r e a t e r
ach ievements  o f  Un ivers i t i  Ma lays ia  Terengganu and
other NGOs towards the conservat ion of  sea turt les
in  Terengganu

2O13: For the first t ime in two decades of conservation,
the  number  o f  nes t ing  a t  Chagar  Hutang had reached
m o r e  t h a n  1 0 1 5  n e s t s .  T h i s  w a s  a n  e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  o f
success forthe long-term conservat ion conducted by
Univers i t i  Ma lays ia  Terengganu.

20 '15  A to ta l  o f  10 ,380 nes ts  were  pro tec ted  a t
C h a g a r  H u t a n g  a n d  f r o m  t h e s e  a b o u t  6 0 0 , 0 0 0

- e a  : ^ y  h a t c h l i n g s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  b a c <  : c  : - =  s = -  : :
r e p l e n i s h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s e a  t u r t l e s  i n  R e c a ^ :

Through the  tagg ing  program (1  993 -  2015) ,  mo '€

than 3 ,000 sea tu r t les  were  ind iv idua l l y  iden t i f ied .

Seminar  and Workshop on  sea tu r t le
conservation in Malaysia, 1-3 September
201 5

On 3'd Septemb er 2015, Profesor Dato' Dr. Nor Aeni
b int i  Haj i  Mokhtar ,  the Vice Chancel lor  of  Univers i t i
Malaysia Terengganu with 60 part icipants from the
Seminar and Workshoo on Sea Turt le Conservation in
Malaysia visi ted the UMT Sea Turt le Research Station
a t  Chagar  Hu tang  beach ,  Redang  l s land .

Af ter  the v is i t  to  Chagar Hutang,  the par t ic ipants
p roceed  to  Laguna  Redang  l s land  Resor t  fo r  the
UMT-Laguna  Redang  l s land  Resor t  Co l labora t ion
Ceremony.  Laguna Redang ls land Resor t  is  one of
the major sponsor (2002 - present) for the sea turt le
conservat ion and research at  Redano ls land.

Group photo of the Seminar and Workshop participants
with Prof . Dato' Dr. Nor Aieni binti Haji Mokhtar, Vice

Chancellor of Universit i Malaysia Terengganu at Chagar
Hutang, Redang Island.


