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ABSTRAK

Kajian mengenai karang lembut (Subkelas: Octocorallia) ini dijalankan di 

perairan Pulau Bidong, Terengganu. Pemerhatian dibuat bermula pada bulan 

September dan berakhir bulan November, 1998 menggunakan kaedah 'belt’ transek 

secara selam SCUBA. Transek direntangkan selari dengan pantai sepanjang 50 m 

pada tiga kedalaman di atas terumbu karang di lapan buah stesen.

Sejumlah empat Genus karang lembut daripada dua Order telah dikenalpasti. 

Genus Similaria, Lobophytum dan Sacrophyton di bawah Order Alcyonacea ditemui 

paling dominan dan dijumpai hampir di keseluruhan stesen kajian yang menjadikan 

karang mati sebagai substrat kecuali Genus Sacrophyton ditemui melekat pada celah- 

celah ranting karang yang mati. Manakala Genus Juncella yang hadir dalam Order 

Gorgonacea kurang dominan dan memilih kawasan berpasir sebagai tapak substrat.

Pemerhatian skelerit spesies karang lembut yang ditemui dibuat menggunakan 

Mikroskop Imbasan Elektron (SEM). Genus Lobophytum memperlihatkan skelerit 

jenis ‘clubs’, ‘capstan’ dan ‘shuttle’. Genus Sacrophyton pula berbentuk ‘capstan’, 

‘spindle’ dan ‘clubs’. Manakala Genus Sinularia menunjukkan skelerit berbentuk 

‘spindle’ dan juga ‘clubs’. Bagi Genus Juncella pula, skelerit pula berbentuk ‘double 

star’.
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ABSTRACT

The study of soft coral (Subclass: Octocorallia) was conducted at Pulau 

Bidong, Terengganu. Observations were done using belt transects by SCUBA diving 

between September to November, 1998. Transects parallel to the beach were laid on 

the reef at eight stations. Three different depth were choosen for each station.

Four Genera o f soft corals from two Order was indentified. The dominant 

Genera were Lobophytum and Sinularia found on dead coral areas in all stations. 

Sacrophyton was observed to grow between branches o f broken dead corals. All 

Genera belonged to the Order Alcyonacea. The less dominant species belong to the 

Genus Juncella (Order Gorgonacea) were found mostly on sandy area.

Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) was used to observe the sclerites o f soft 

coral. Genus Lobophytum were found in the form of clubs, capstan and shuttle. As for 

the Genus Sacrophyton the shape were spindle, capstan and clubs. Genus Sinularia 

had both spindle and clubs. Whereas Genus Juncella had only double star shaped 

sclerites.


