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ABSTRACT 

The culturing of Enteromorpha flexuosa was carried out under 

laboratory conditions in Erd-Schreiber culture medium. Two volumes of 

Tapis A crude oil (0.1 ml/litre and 1.0 ml/litre) were used in the 

preparation of Erd-Schreiber culture media containing oil to which 

the E. flexuosa germlings were introduced as a temporary treatment. 

The present investigation shows that the mean lengths of the 

germlings of E. flexuosa increased significantly when the plants were 

treated temporarily in "culture media containing oil (0.1 ml/litre and 

1.0 ml/litre)". The investigation also shows that the mean lengths 

of the plants increased significantly faster when the plants were treated 

temporarily with culture media, containing a higher concentration of oil. 

The results positively indicate that oil as used in the experiment has 

a stimulation effect on the growth of E. flexuosa. 

The present study also shows that the exposure to the 

atmosphere of the seawater treated with oil progressively decreased 

the stimulation effects brought about by the oil. The decreased 

stimulation effect of oil with exposure time to the atmosphere could 

be due to the fact that natural processes such as evaporation and 

biodegradation by bacteria remove some of the components in the soluble 

fraction of Tapis A crude oil which might have had a hand in stimulating 

the growth of the germlings of E. flexuosa. 
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