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ABSTRACT

A study o f  the movement and feeding behavior o f  Acanlhasler plane i (crown-of-thorn) 

was conducted in Pulau Redang, Terengganu.. This study involved 85 individual o f A. 

planci that were tagged using the spine cutting method. Parameters such as movement 

distances, individual size and scar feeding signal size were measured. The sea bed 

type, time and coral type were also noted. Results obtained show that maximum speed 

obtained were 68.81, 20.83 and 99.12 cm/hour, minimum speed were 0, 4.84 and 

30.68 cm'hour and average speed were 12.32, 8.91 and 70.64 cm/hour respectively 

according to sea bed type o f  coral, dead coral and sandy areas. . The highest speed 

were detected in sandy areas and the lowest noted at coral area. Bigger individual ate 

more and move faster than the smaller ones during active feeding time. However for  

free movement, smaller A. planci moved faster. Feeding behavior shows that the 

consumption rate recorded was 475.5 cm /day/ individual. A. planci showed a strong 

preference for branching Acropora.
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ABSTRAK

Kajian mengenai pergerakan dan tabiat pemakanan Acanthaster planci (crown-of- 

thorn atau COT) telah dijalankan di Pulau Redang, Terengganu. Kajian ini 

melibatkun 85 individu A. planci yang ditanda dengan cara pemotongan spina. 

Parameter yang terlibat adalah jarak pergerakan, saiz individu dan saiz parutan 

karang. Rupa dasar, masa dan jenis karang dicatatkan sebagai data. Keputusan 

menunjukkan nilai halaju maksimum adalah , 68.81, 20.83 dan 99.12 cm/jam, halaju 

minimum pula adalah 0, 4.84 dan 30.68 cm  jam dan halaju purata adalah 12.32, 8.91 

dan 70.64 cm/ jam masing-masing mengikut rupa dasar di kawasan karang, kawasan 

batu (karang mati) dan kawasan pasir. Pergerakan A. planci paling laju dikesan di 

kawasan berpasir dan paling perlahan di kawasan karang hidup. Individu bersaiz 

besar didapati makan lebih banyak dan bergerak lebih laju semasa aktiviti 

pemakanan. Walaubagaimanapun untuk pergerakan bebas, individu A. planci yang 

lebih kecil bergerak pada kadar yang lebih pant as. Dari segi pemakanan, kadar 

pemakanan yang dicatatkan adalah 475.5 cm /hari/individu dan A. planci telah 

menunjukkan pemilihan terhadap spesies Acropora dari jenis bercabang secara 

mutlak.
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